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THE DAY OF PENTECOST. 


Acre ii. 1.—And when te day of tees was Pe a Regimes, 
ob ehh ap coord rs ee 


THE Pentecost’ was an festival of the J 
to commemorate the se nal of the law from ie So ene 


instituted fifty days aftefAsracl’s deliverance from Egyptian bohdages 

—a circumstance from which it seems to have derived its same. And.it 

is worthy of notice, that the Pentecost alluded to im.the text, was on 
athe Sabbath>-fifty days from the resurrettion of Christ. ? 

. . Perhaps few pages of the sacred history can afford the believer either 

more satisfaction or profit, aa the one whieh exhibits the events ofthat 


memorable day. + 


After cing at those evbnts, we shall be povallia to ome te 
some cipro in they . afford, 
ed 


She and twenty vet gpemtiedt for prayer and re- 
ligious conference. And the oie were expecting a speedy 
fulfilment of their Lord’s promise,—that they should be endued with pow- 


er from on high. Suddenly caine & sound from hegeen, es of a 
rushing mighty wind; and 

like a8of fire, which res 

> Some raped 
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ples addressed the whole, in their varied tongues, on the great subject 
of salvation. 

Some seem to have been satisfied as to the reality of the miracle, 
and yet in doubt as to the design of it. And they said one to another ; 
What meaneth this? Others, in a spirit of stubborn unbelief and of 
malice, ridiculed the whole, and pronounced the disciples intoxicated. 

But the disciples were not to be silenced by ridicule. In God they 
felt strong. Peter standing up with the eleven, addressed the multitude 
with calmness, with plainness, and power. He sho ed, that the events 
they now witnessed were in perfect accordance with prophecy ; were in 
fact an exact fulfilment of a prediction of the prophet Joel. He then 
proceeded to charge upon them the crime of murdering the Son of God ; 
and to bear public testimony to His resurrection, and His exaltation to 
the right hand of God’s thygne. Him, being delivered by the determin- 
ate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain. This Jesus hath God rvised up; 


whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore, being by the right hand of 


, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy 

if, he hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear. Therefore, 

let @ll the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that 
samé Jeaugjwhom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. é 

This plain and bold address, carried to the co: science and heart by 

an omnipotent Spirit, was overwhelming. The voice of derision was 

hushed. And on every side broke forth the momentous inquiry, Men 

and brethren, what shall we'do? Taught by the Holy ‘Ghost, the apos- 

tle urged at once the duty of repentance ; and encottraged-even the chief 

of sinners to hope for forgiveness, by a reference tothe gracious prom- 


ises Of God. The result was that on that day, three thousand were added _ . 


to the disciples of the Lord Jesus. 


Such was the day of Pentecost; such the triumphant entrance of 
apostles on the great work of evangelizing the world. We are now, 


To CONTEMPLATH®S0ME OF THE IMPORTANT INSTRUCTION, WHICH 
BHE CIRCUMSTANCES<OF THAT OCCASION AFFORD. - 


1. In the occurrences/of the. sr Mine, « em 


of A SPECIAL DIVINE INFLUENCE. 


The idea is too prevalent, that the agency 7G Woacia 
@ general character. It is denied, that he imparts any important influence + 
af one time more than at another. It is supposed, in a word, that the re 
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pentance and salvation of sinners are brought about, independently ef 
any direct agency on the part of God. 

Such views are manifestly at variance with the general testimony,ef 
the Bible, and very pointedly discountenanced by the page before us. 
Through the whole chain of events here detailed, we perceive clear 
evidence of God’s special agency. Such evidence is furnished. by the 
- fget, that the apostles were instantaneously endued with extraordinary 
gifts of speech. They spake with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 

Most convincing evidence of u special divine influence is found, alse, 
in the effects produced upon the day of Pentecost. Prejudices the most 
violent were overcome. Hostility to the Christian faith the most rance- 
rous wasallayed. An important revolution was effected in the char&e- 
ter and conduct of three thousand. And the only visible means of 
producing those astonishing effects, was the plain preaching of the apos- 
tles. Independently of divine aid, they spake, too, under very peculiar 
disadvantages. ‘They had none of the accomplishments of learning, 
and none of the influence of wealth andrank. They were regarded as. 
acompany of unenlightened and deluded adherents to a systen 
gious heresy. By many they were pitied. By more they were 
The violence of malignant feeling, which led to the crucifixien of their 
Lord, had not yet subsided ; and they also were 2° danger of a similar 
martyrdom. At the same time they inculcated a religion directly at va- 
riance with the natural disposition and established prejudices of their’ 
hearers. 

Contemplating, therefore, the effects oidiined under such cireum- 
stances, We can rationally account for them, only by admitting that the 
special agency of God was concerned. And those effects, corroborated 
as they have since been by the experience of milliong turned from dark- 
ness to light, furnish invincible proof, that there is a secret divine in- 
fluence sometimes diffused over the soul of man, which gives to the 
Gospel of truth a convincing and transforming power. An influence 
it is, with whieh stands ‘connected the salyation of the rebellious. And 
it is imparted or withheld according to the so overelign pleasure of Him 
who Severn in therhod yen, ae a 


meer 


Whilst on earth, the Lord Jom gave abundant evidence that he was 
* from God, His numerous and well-attested, miracles were so many un- 
angwerable proofs, that he actually possessed the high character whith 
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he claimed. The resurrection of Jesus gave new and still stronger 
testimony to the divinity of his mission, and the truth of his doctrine. 

The unbelieving Jews seemed to regard the event of Christ’s death, 
as sufficient evidence that he was an impostor. If thou x the Son of 
God, said they, with mingled fvelings of incredulity and contempt, come 
down from the cross. He sared others, hiv self he cannot save He 
trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him. And 
though the fact of his resurrection, according to his own prediction, was 
established by the clearest testimony, still th leading Jews must pre- 
tend, that deception had been practised. They persuaded the smulti- 
tude, that the disciples came by night and stole himaway. It re- 
mained for the events of another day, to give testimony to his divine mis- 
sion, the force of which enmity itself could not resist. Those events 
were the occurrences of the cay of Pentecost. They were an exact and 
obvious fulfilment of a prediction, or promise, of the Saviour. He en- 
couraged his disciplesto expect, that they would be endued with spe- 
cial power from on high. They were thugyendued. . Of the fact there 
was such proof as to convince assembled thousands ; and among them 
the yery murderers of their Lord. 

_ If Jesus were an impostor, whence so wonderful a coincidence be- 

twixt his promise and events which took place after his ascension. to 

heaven. We have seen, too, that the peculiar powers possessed by the 

disciples, and the effects they produced, can be rationally ascribed to no- 

thing short of the special agency of God.* And will Jehovah lend his 

ie aid for the support of an impostor, and the propagation of false- 
? 

Tell us not, then, that this Jesus, whom we preach, and follow, and 
trust for immortal li‘e, was a blasphemous pretender, when he thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God. The record of his miracles, the event 
of his resurrection, and the signal fulfilment of his last promises of love, 
alldemonstrate that he actually possessed that Divine dignity which he 
elaimed ‘Tell us not, that the Christian system is a base fabrication. 
The very marked interference of God for its defence on the day of 
Pentecost assures us, that it is from Himself, andis true. And with 
such evidence of its divine origin, we will listen to its instructions ; we 
will place entire confidence in its promises ; we will cherish its thrilling 
hopes, as our blessed portion for Eternity. 


3, The Gecurrences of the day of Pentecost exhibit Tum roLLY or 
@PPOSITION TO THE KINGDOM oF CHRIST. 


We say nothing now concerning the guilt of those, who array their 
talents, learning, influence, and possessions against the cause of God’s 
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Anointed. We say nothing of the woes, which will accumulate along 
the path of their future existence. We see stamped on such prreaee 
a character of folly, as well as of crime and peril. 

Had the success of the Christian cause, in its commencement, bees 
dependent on the few and feeble disciples of our | ord, its ives might. 
justly have hoped at once to crush it. And were its future success, amid 
a world in rebellion, dependent exc\usively on the resources of either 
men or angels, we might well despair of its universal triun ph, and even 
indulge the most trembling anticipation. Fut the cause is supported, 
and moved on; by an arm of ererlasting. strength. 

The day of Pentecost assures us. that Jehovah regards the kingdom 
of his Son with supreme affection ; and that all bis perfections are en- 
gaged for its defence and enlargement. If otherwise, why at the 
period of its peculiar trial, did he not abandon it? Why did he grant 
to its supporters the gift of tongues? Why impart to their ministra- 
tions such a resistless energy ? The language of this favour to thé ine 
fant church is tooplain toBemisunderstood. {it gave to her a pledge 
of unchanging friendship? so that sie bas nething te fear fem the , 
malice or the power of millions leagued against her. Why do the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing / He that sitteth in 
the heavens shall laugh ; the ‘Lord shall have them in derision. Behold, 
I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls are con- 
tinually before me. 

But if such friendship and power be pledged for Christ's: kingdom, 
we must say, that man never assumes an attitude of -reater a 
when he sets himself to oppose its progress. Let him bush the 
tempest : Let hm calm the rocking deep: Let him arrest the sun in 
his march of grandeur through the heavens: Let him subvert the 
throne of the Eternal ; then will we cease to pity the deluded man, 
who hopes to injure the kingdom of Immanuel. His warfare is with 
Omnipotence ; and he had better desist from the controversy at once ; 
and like Paul stand forth a champion of the faith he would destroy. 
He might thus avoid hours, ages. an efernity, of mortification, as well 
as anguish. For Christianity, in its purity, must visit every land, pro- 
vince, and village ; not merely to learn the condition of mankind ; but 
to establish her empire. Shé shail achieve one victory after anntets, 
ever ignorance, prejudice, and gorruption ; ; afd in one land and province 
after another, fix her standard, .ti!) a vuice from heaven shall proclaim, 
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of hie Christ. 

And never has the Christian cause pressed on more swiftly to such @ 
consummation, than at this very moment. Jehovah is most manifestly 
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coming forth in his stfength to build up Zion. Copious showers of 
heavenly influence are even now descending. Ten thousand streams are 
contributing to swell that river of God which is to water the whole 
earth. We can see the empire of CLrist fast rising and spreading. 
Te resist the claims of Christianity at such a period, then, under a 
eloak of infidelity or covetousness, or to think of degrading the Holy 
One of Israel, can be regarded only as most consummate folly. 


4. The occurrences of the day of Pentecost exhibit THE GRAND 
meEans of advancing the cause of Christ, and saving sinners. 


Jehovah has revealed the determination to spread his truth over the 
earth, and to rescue a countless multitude from spiritual and eternal 
death. Wecan not but be aware of his ability to do this, independently of 
haman aid. He can, by his Spirit, enlighten and sanetify the whole world 
in the twinkling of an eye. He is nevertheless pleased to accomplish 
his designs of mercy, by the intervention of means. And the grand 
means he has appointed, as developed on the day of Pentecost, are the 
méinistrations of the Gospel. In connexion with these, the triumphs of 
that day were gained. 

It is not doubted, that other means, auxiliary, may be usefully em- 
ployed: Divine truth, in whatever way presented to the mind, may 
become the instrument of sanctification. We read instances of the 
Sacred Volume having gone to regions trod by no Christian teacher’s 
foot, and there disclosing the perfections, and urging the claims of 
Jehovah, with important effect. Often has a religious Tract been the 
commissioned angel of saving mercy. Often has a sudden death, a 
burst of thunder, or other providentia] occurrence, impressed some truth 
of God with everlasting solemnity on the soul. 

Still these means of grace may be only subordinate in importance to 
the ministrations of God’s special appointment. It pleased God by the 
foolishness of rnzacutnc to save them that believe. If Divine influence 
has in any place distilled, as dew upon Hermon, and the chureh risen 
im strength and beauty, it has been in connexion with the appropriate 
labours of the sacred office. Eighteen centuries ago the Gospel went 
forth from Jerusalem on an embassy of mingled authority and love. It 
has traversed the globe. And under its influence the stupid pagan has 
renoynced his foolish rites ; the sensualist his scenes of low crime ; the 
proud have been humbled ; the desponding cheered ; the Saviour has 
’ reGeived the homage and confidence of millions; and heaven has ob- 
tained steady accessions to the number of its purified and happy popula- 
tion. But where has the Gospel achieved any extended triumphs, ex- 
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cept as its truths have been explained and urged, by an ambassador 
for Christ ? 

Who will doubt the pre-eminent importance of the Christion mien 
istry, asa means of salvation, when he !ooks at the Divine sanction if re- 
ceived on the day of Pentecost? ‘he ministrations of that day were 
the first public efforts under the commission, Preach the Gospel to every 
ereature—beginnng at Jeruralem And the signal success bade the de- 
voted apostles go forward in the sacred enterprise of proclaiming a cru- 
cified and ascended Saviour. And to the Church at large it addresses 
@ similar language. Let her then train up her sons of promise for the 
sacred office ; let her plant a spiritual! watchman in every village of the 
territory she now claims ; and let her despatch her heralds of truth to 
all the revolted nations under heaven. 

From the day of Pentecost we also learn, what kind of preaching i is 
fitted to accomplish the gracious designs of Heaven. ‘The grand theme 
of Peter’s discourse was Jesus of Nazareth,—his character, life, death, 
resurrection, and supremacy. He failed notto exhibit distinctly the sove- 
reignty—the determinate counsel-as well as foreknowledge of God ; while, 
with the same breath, he pressed on his hearers the conviction of person- 
al guilt. He urged the duty of immediate repentance, and the necessity 
of a cordial faith in the Saviour, as both Lord and Christ. On these 
several topicks he spake with the utmost boldness. He could charge 
upon his hearers the crime of murdering God’s beloved Son. He could 
say, that they perpet ated the deed with wicked hands. Andit was from 
a sense of guilt, as well as danger, that they trembled. 

Unwelcome as were the topicks of that discourse, it was adapted to 
accomplish the objects of the Christian ministry ; as appeared from the 
result. Thus sanctioned, it is obviously worthy of the careful attention 
of all who minister at God's altar. "rom it let them learn, what should 
be the grand theme of their ministrations ;—Jesus Christ, his charac- 
ter and offices; From it let them learn, what should ever be a leading 
object ;—to make men feel that they are guilty : From it let them learn 
to proclaim explicitly and fearlessly the whole character of God, and 
the exact message with which they are charged from Him. nso doing 
they may awaken the rancour of a sour unbelief ; they may disturb the 
repose of a heedless impenitence ; they may call forth the loud clamour, 
This is an hard saying; who can bear it? But they may also’ be min- 
isters of Salvation; and contribute something to swell the honours of 
their King. Possibly, like Peter, they may “ open the gate of heaven to 
@ multitude of sinners.” 

Instead of being followers of inspired Apostles, they can consult the 
prejudices and caprices of a world lying in sin. They can keep aloof 
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from the croseof the.despised Lamb, and the terrors of the burning 
Mount. They can cast a veil over the blackness of human depravity, 
and amtise when they ought to alarm. And for their reward they may 
_ Feceive the liberal caresses of the gay and the proud. But what will such 
 mefi havyeacc omplished for Christ, their Master ?—or for the happiness of 
their hearers, when the visions of time shall have given place to the re- 
~alities of Eternity? ‘ho will be led to ponder on the mighty interests 
of the soul, the solemnity of death, the awfulness of Judgment, and the 
duration of feature joy or wo? Who will be led to weep over his sins, 
to seek connse! from the page of Revelation, or to unburden an ep- 
“pressed ‘heart imthe closet of prayer? What youth will become tired 
of his pursuits of gaiety and folly 2? What votary of ambition will stop 
in his eager chase after a phantom ? Or what man of sordid avarice will 
chastise his idolatry, and pant for a treasure in heaven? It is not every 
ministry, that is fitted to reclaim the wayward ; to restore to the human 
heartthe lost image of God ; and to prepare the sinner for a future crown. 
It is only the ministry of the Gospel ;—that ministry which makes a full 
Misclosure of whatever is humbling in the doctrines, and terrible in the 
‘sanctions, as well as cheering in the invitations and promises of the New 
Testament. And the usefulness of such a ministry was strikingly illus- 
trated on that day, when the multitude were pricked in their hearts, and 
inquired, with no ordinary solicitude, what they should do, and wept 
over their sins, and submitted to God, and looked up with a hope full of 
immortality. 

Wonder not, then, sinner, if the minister of Jesus, who would save 
himself and them that hear him, and who has such egamples before him, 
des feel it his duty, to tear away the miserable veils which hide men 
from themselves, and to exhibit the unchanging majesty of God’s Law, 
and the deep damnation that must ingulph the impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing! For herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldnese in 
the day of judgment. 


5, The occurrences of the day of Penteco: t exhibit the Chrigtge min- 
ister’s GRAND SOURCE OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 


' The apostles understood the nature of (od’s moral administration. 
They felt their utter incompetency to maintain the Christian cause in 
their own strength ; but were still aware of the necessity of using the 
instituted means. Relying solely on the promise of the Saviour, they 
were all with one accord in one place—presenting doubtless a united and. 
fervent gupplication to Heaven for the aid they needed.—Filled with 


the Holy Ghost, they ventured to preach—they spake forth the words 
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of truth and soberness. And that same Spistt of tht: carted’ eit 
message with renovating power tovtho dart ‘ini eutadianndtol, tety 


hearers. sai 
The ground of their success teaches, that the minister's grant 
source of encouragement, in all his labours, is the promised influence of 
the Spirit. He needs other’ aid than the man of merely secular business. 
He needs something more than the common blessing of the Most High: 
There isa peculiarity in the character of his work, which renders wéces- 
sary a peculiarity in the agency of the Spirit. He seeks to convert man- 
kind from the love and practice of iniquity to the love'and serview of 
God ; to’ raise to a spiritual life such as ave dead in trespasses and 
sins. The carnal mind is enmity against God—destitute of a singlé 
trace of its Maker’s moral image. This enmity must be slain ;-and in 
its place must be substituted that holiness, without which no man thal 
see the Lord. sek 

To effect so entire a transformation of character, what human powers 
are adequate ? Talents may dazzle, reasoning may confound, eloquence 
may charm and move, fortitude and zeal may press through a thousand 
disheartening difficulties ; but Gop only ean convert. Not by mighty dor 
by power, but by my Srrarr, aaith the Lord of hosts. From this position, 
however, let the sinner make no other inference than that, of the excegd- 
ing sinfulness and obstinacy of his own heart, which will yield: only to 
Omnipotent Grace. It is nothing but ingratitude and stubbornness-of 
guilt, that prevents his yielding at once to the convictione of truth, #ind 
giving his whole heart to God. So that, if left to perish in his obstinacy, 
-he dies without excuse, and in the day of reckoning will be 

Let him not, then, aggravate his guilt by now charging God foolishly: 
To the feebleness of merely human effort, in attempting to convert the 
sinner, experience bears most humiliating testimony. Within the com- 
pass of our charge is many a man of business, and'‘nany a youth of follyy 
on whom our eye of deep concern has often been fixed. We.haveno-’ 
ticed, with agony, their increasing aversion to the ways of ‘God, ‘and 
their increasing attachment to an unsatisfying world. We'la¥e hoped; 
all the while, that very soon some message from the throne of God might 
be the meang of rousing their torpid sensibilities, and changing the éar- 
rent of theif affections: but they never ‘were devoted more exclusively , 
and intensely to objects of a transitory nature, than at this moment. 
Gladly would we dissolve the spell by which they are bound»; but their 
persevering untholiness, and their heedlessness about the eternal interests 

of the soul, proclaim to us the utter insufficiency of our efforts. 

Not only, ‘however, is the almighty Spirit the Christian ministef’s 


” grand source of encouragement ; it isa a fruitful source. Apart from 


No. 8. 
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i, ‘gig’ igpsial influence of the Spirit, the apostles had little indeed to 
=~. >" qmegiurage—and every thing to damp their hopes, and paralyze their' 

or, * energies. Yet they were not disheartened. They called to mind the 
| ma. Preciqus promises of their Lord, and on them fastened their hope. 
_ Whey, braved the contempt and opposition of thousands ; and in theis 
nae nee oh A: hesemen ‘sesknam, and she Aabligan at 
man was abased. 

sslllliden dithashdeirihicls suntetand epedion.qes guenk ot paged 
enuaguingalJia,;1 em with vou ahoay, even unto the end of the world. 
Here then we see Omnipotence pledged to make the ministry ef recon- 
}. pare cceconge inne ta till time shall be no longer. 
oh | Toils, vexations, and trials attend it ; but so do peculiar consolations. 
iy @h/it i# cheering to reflect, that though man can neither convert nor 
* . * @onWinee, there is a power on high which can clothe his ministrations 

with almighty energy. A power it is, that can humble the proudest 

spisit: It cam soften the hardest heart. It can extort from the most 

_ eatéless, in a moment, the inquiry of deep concern. It can instanta- 

neously shed over our worshiping assembly the solemnity of the second 

death; and thrill every heart with the resistless mandate, Awake thou 
% that sleepest. Nor is this a mere matter of ability. There is no de- 
gree of thoughtlessness, which it has not actually alarmed. There is no 
stubbornness of depravity, which it has not subdued,——as it bas gone 
along with the ministrations of the sanctuary. 

With suéh ground of encouragement, we will preach in hope. We 
willontinue to illustrate and enforce the great truths of Christianity, re- 
lying for the fraitof our labours, on that Spirit of power and grace, 
whose } it is to quicken and sanctify. With the sword of the 
“Spirit, which is the word of God, we will continue to urge our appeals 
to the heart and conscience, till our voice shall become silent in the 
grave. And cotild we rise, hereafter, with the great multitude 
found faithful unto death; we would still say, with every creature in 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name, give 
thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. 


lesson from the events of the day of Pentecost, and we 






6. The occurrences of that day exhibit the reazrry and DrpoRTANCE 
of REVIVALS Of RELIGION. 










By a Reviral of religion, we understand, an uncommon and general 
intrest on the subject of salvation, produced by the Holy Spirit, through 
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the instrumentality of Divine truth, The work is very commonly pre~ 


ceded by a prevailing and affecting coldness on the subject of perséndl” 
religion : such as leads Christians to feel the necessity of extraotdiniry © 


prayer for themselves as well as others. In its progress, the 
are alarmed ; convinced of their guilt ; inquire what they shalldo pte. 
ceive Jesus as their Saviour ; rejoice in hope of future glory ; joim them, 


selves to the people of God ; and, in important respects, pursue a new © 


course of life. 

Bech eubtanaly, wast Revi on he dy of estat With With 
the history of that day before us, we see thousands 

special solicitude about their souls; and many of t morta > 
their opposition to Christiantiy. ‘We 100 the sume ince, "ighnc ah 
most deeply interested on the subject of salvation. We see them, in the 


anguish of awakened conscience, at the feet of despised apostles; — 


inquiring what they must do. We see them resorting, with penitence and 
faith, to the mediation of Christ for pardon. We see them joining’ them- 


selves to the little band of disciples ; and devoting their influencé’and _ 


possessions to the cause of the Gospel. We ascribe that memorable 


work to the special agency of God’s Spirit ; and denominate it a Revisal - 


of religion. And when, in these latter days, and these ends of the 
earth, we witness a work of similar charadtef; we feel bound to ascribe 
it to thepsame Cause; and think it proper to give to it the same name. 
We can perceive no good reason, why the former should be regarded as 
the work of God, and the latter as the work exclusively Of man. “- 

Do you say, that the excitement, denominated a Revival of religion, 
occurs in connexion with the special efforts of Christians ? We answer, 
that the excitement on the day of Pentecost occurred’in a similas con- 
nexion. When hasa band of Christians been mote unitéd and fervent? 
Or when has a minister of Christ pressed the subject of religion with 


more plainness, pungency, and zeal, than did Peter, and his brethren? 


And again we reply, that God’s instituted mode of extending the bless 
ings of salvation, is through-he faithful efforts of his servants. Pb 
speakest not to warn the wicked of his way, he shall-die in hig 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. : 

Do you say, that the divine influence to which we allude, 


mode of its operation, is enveloped in the darkness of mystery ?. vy 


was on the day of Pentecost. So is the unidersal presence of the'Bi- 
preme a mystery. And so does a cloud of impenetrable obseurity hang 


over the mode of ail his operations. If mystery must produce skepticism, 
tells us, where will your doubtings end ? 


‘Do you say, there is enthusiasm connected with the exeitement, de- 
nominated a Revival of religion? Enthusiasm there sometimes tay 
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have been. Fanaticism there may have been, But docs such a fact 
prove. ire absence of genuine religion? Does it prove, that no 
Revival. is a sober, rational work.? Possibly, had you lived cighteen 
» you might, in pity, have pronounced Peter an enthusiast ! 
pnd yevents of the day of Pentecost a ecene of wild phrenzy! But 
possibly, too, some centuries hereafter, you may mourn, too late, your 
K 4 madness. Are not you the enthusiast, if you hope to enter hea- 
despising the command of heaven’s King !-—Strive to enter in. at 
ueetes ‘The kingdom of heavep suffercth violence. 
o'you say, that ina time of general excitement there will be instances 
gross imposition on the Church ? Soit was in the Pentecost revival ; 
panes warning to hypocrites, Ananias and Sapphira ‘fell ‘denn 
their hypocrisy the door of heaven against the 
sincerely gepented ? Or did it lessen their abhorrence 
of sin ? ogthedl tpeclasting gratitude to Him who made them to differ ? 
Do you say, shat the excitement, denominated a Revival of religion, is 

ees by instances of apostacy ? We answer, that apostacies 
” have likewise under other circumstances. Of them the Church 
« Was forewarned by its Head, when he declared, It must needs be that 
* Gences come. “And from the little band, collected by Himself in per- 
oy there was an apostate as vile as the Church ever embosomed. But 
pe of Judas disprove the sincerity of the rest? And ifa 
succeeded by defection, which evinces the hypocrisy or 
~~ some, what does their fall prove, one way or the other, as to 

the yr of others ? ? . 

In the progress of our experience, relating to such seasons of atten: - 

tion, we have #tem.circumstances which furnished overwhelming evi- 
_ dence of God's special presence. “We have stood in awe of His ma- 
: 5 arte sy A er that reigned around us: a solem- 
F tby no visible cause, other than the ordinary means of 
We have seenthe tide of gaiety and folly at once arrested, the lof- 
res i low, and the et heart melted in penitence. We 
the man of morals—ints for more than half a century 
in his refuges of lies, and dreaming of no danger—suddenly waked 
‘frbm his-delusion, and—fearfully alarmed at the insecurity of his hiding- 
place—finding no rest, day nor night, til! in the Ark of Safety. We have 
seen the dlave of appetite and lust raised up from the debasement of a 
ruined fortune and character, and rescued as from the very gate of hell! 
seen him, afterwards, shining in the beauty of holiness, regain- 
ing the full confidence of community, and elevating his affections to the 
throne of God! And when we have witnessed facts like these, and 


> have been aware of no other visible cause, than a plain, but calm exhi- 
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bition of Evangelical truth—we have instinctively exclaimed, The prt. 
O Lord, is thine ; and it is marvellous in our eyes, 


But, not only does the day of Pentecost evince the reality of Revivals 
of religion ; it furnishes reason to calculate on their existence, in all ages. 
Commencing as they did with the very commencement of 
there was reason to believe they would accompany her i in her march over . 
the world. Onsuch displays of Divine grace/were fixed thehopesof 
the apostles. Nor in their tations were i 
very first sermon preached by Peter in a 
with similar effects. The Holy Ghost 


word. Inproclaiming the Gospel, the peer et te 


repentance, the animating fact, iv refreshing had $s 
Srom the presence of the Lord. pach dete < of 
vine grace were they sustained, and peculiarly encouraged im their holy 
enterprise. 

Ours is likewise an age of religious revival. Each passing year gives 
to it this character in still more distinctive features. rer ney 4 ’ 
the period of Zion’s universal triumph comes on, these showers of * 
grace will exhibit still greater majesty and power.. » The victories as 
Spirit will become wore and more extended, as well agiilustrious, : 
Christendom is yet to be overshadowed by one vast cloud of Divine ine . 
fluence. Lands, doomed for generations to a state of moral. 
and death, shall be watered and made fruitful, Jike the garden of 


And in the holy City itself, now trodden down of the Gentiles, a 
peated those displays of power and grace, which tine 
preaching of the Cross. 

The agcurrences of the day of Pentecost ‘exhibit Hikewise she Abe import. 
ance of Revivals of religion. If they ar@actudlly,of God, we 
that their influence must be only salutary. Look back then to that 
orable Revival, which ushered i Christian yA and 
its influence was at all 


Church daily 
such as should be saved. Were they less honest, ae 
than before their conversion ? Or were they less qualified for the 
trial ofthe Last Day? Ina single day, it gave to the Christian Chureh a 
weight of influence, more than a hundred fold greater than,it had previ- 
ously possessed. And whilst it gave new impulse to hep efforts, itwas 
the occasion of dismay to her opposers. . The testimony it bore to the 


dignity of Jesus, and the truth of Christianity, will exert a blessed infl» 
ence forever. 
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The happy influence of a Revival may beviewed, distinctly, in its ef 
fects, on individual happiness ; on the interests of the community; and on 
the general cause of religion. 

It is important to individual happiness. Such religious character as it 
creates is the only safe pledge of a peaceful life. You can spare the 
aggrandizements of wealth, and the parade of earthly distinction. ‘But, 
in this world of disease, disappointment, and death, you can not spare 
the consolations of a Christian hope. But a single glance into eternity 
‘stamps immeasureable value on the religious character which is origi- 
nated in a season of Revival. Oh, beware of risking the trial of the Great 
Day, igany other character, than that which produced by the transform. 
ing Spirit.. You may have passed through a season of religious atten- 
tion, tious, a happy subject of ‘God's grace. Othersmay at- 
tach to ite importance ; but by yourself it shall be recurred to with 
ecstacy, and with thanksgiving to God, when the heavens shall be no 
more. 

Avreligious Revival exerts a happy influence on the community at 
Yarge. ‘The Gospel andthe sanctifying Spirit, wherever they enter, 
enlighten, elevate, and purify. Their dominion over the heart secures 
@ regularity of deportment, an industrious improvement of time, & 
scrupulous discharge of the varied duties of life.’ Often has a short pe- 
ried of the Spirit’s gracious operation allayed the asperity of contention; 
_ “Walmed the tumult of a noisy rabble ; put an end to scenes of midnight 
wickedness ; relief to dwellings of domestic want and wo; and 
greatly elevated the intellectual, as well as moral character of society. 

. On the cause of religion the influence of a Revival is immense, 
aswell as salutary. The happy influence is not circumscribed by the 
limits of the Spirit’s immediate operation. It may reach to the ends of 
the earth—and onward through time. It may be the commencing link 
in achain of operations, which shall issue in the rescue of millions from 
the agonies of the second death. 

Revivals hasten the universal triumph of the Gospel. Let the Chureh- 
es of Christendom be found, this year, with one accord pleading the 
Redeemer’s great promise—Let every city and village be a theatre of Re- 
vivals, like that in which Peter and his associates were the visible agents, 
—and it would be the ushering in of millennial glory. 

If then the work we are contemplating be indeed a work of God ; and if 
such be its influence on individual happiness—on the interests of society 
—and on the general cause of religion,—O give to it, Christian breth- 
ren, the full ardour of your affections and prayers. Goto the place of 
secret communion with God, to the domestic altar, to the social meet- 
ing, to the sanctuary of the Most High, with the effectual fervent pet» 
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tion, —O Lord, revive thy work. Do you ask for encouragement ? Know | 
that He has declared himself more ready to grant the Holy Spirit, than } “gt 
parents are to give good gifts to their children. Do you need exam- 
ples of devotedness? Fix your eye on those holy apostles—who, after . 
having turned thousands to righteousness, were counted worthy to suffer 
martyrdom for the name of Christ. Yr-have not yet resisted unto BLoop, 
striving against sin. Do you lack motive? Open your eye upon the — 
scene that lies within the compass of your vision.—Perhaps religion is ' 
languishing. Perhaps the comimandments of God are openly violated. 4 
Perhaps the world, in its varied forms of attraction, is the Son 

object.. Perhaps the tide of population i is pressing on ina om- 
inous of a dreary eternity. Ascend some lofty eminence, and extend + 
your view over the earth. Mark the territory enlightened by Revela- ~ gee 
tion, and reclaimed from the destroyer ;—how small it.is | Leave for © 

a moment this world, go soon to be wrapped in consuming fire, and ap- 

proach the Celestial. Survey the glory, and hearken to the hosannas 

of the saved. Then look down on the awful contrast !—and onward 
beyond the Judgment scene! Under the influence of what you have . 
discovered—go back to your devotions. And, like the weeping Pro- 4 
phet, who beheld these realities with more than mortal eye; in God’s 7 
strength make your firm resolve,—that for Zion’s sake yott will not rest, > * & 
until the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation, = +, 
















































































thereof as a lamp that burneth. Ma tes 
We are not so visionary as to expect an unusual sugecss inthe progress "\- 4 

of religion, unless there are unusual omens. But, says one of thebright-. * Oe 

est spirits of England, ‘“* A most emphatical spirit of praygr wouldbe . * 7} 





such anomeu. And the individual, who should solemnly determiné to 

try its last possible efficacy, might probably find himself becoming # % 

much more prevailing agent in his little sphere. Andif the whole, or - 

greater number, of the disciples of Christianity, were, with an . 

unalterable resolution of each, to gombine that Heaven should not With- 

hold one single influence which thé'very utmost effort.of conspiring snd : 

persevering supplication would obtain, it would be thésign thatarevo- ~~ 91 

lution of the world was at hand.” ws 
Nor can I suppress the consideration, that, even now, there are signs, 

which seem to afford peculiar encouragement to such special and united 

prayer for a universal Revival. It was a striking proof of the de- 

termination of Heaven to spread the Gospel through the world, that 

Jerusalem should have been selected as the place, and the day of Pen- 

tecost as the season, for the first great out-pouring of the Spirit: be- 

cause a blow then and there struck could not fail to tell with em- 

phasis on all the surrounding nations. So, in our own day, it is @ajg- 





















































byténs of thousands, aford facdlities 6 
er unparalleled in the history of Christ’ im 
mele chs rs a intel 
"sift might bo at epee felt through Mi 2 wo 4 
now lift up 


italiana Ting Gods wl. 
emphasis toyouand to me. But 

oles chic mph wee Fewill only t : 
ords whom, like Peter, the Spirit of God hath greedy SAS i 
nouréd—*How soon, my bretlien, will the amazing+realities of 
} Eternity break upon our unearthly vision, and ‘ue “* 
‘either with cestacy or despair ! I cast my thoughts forward bata ‘g 
(and behold, the dead are rising, the%elements melting, saints i a 

devils trembling. The Judge appears upon his great white throne—In 


& moment, in the twinkling of an eye, we are before the t seat, 
aw ‘age are there. trial proceeds; a 
- fittal sentetice is pronounced. The heavens are opened, atid the pit’ 
yawns+—the eternal. song and the eternal wail are both begun. O'tmay’ 
we then tise, with ® gréat multitude saved through our unworthy instra- 


mentality, to shine with them, as the brightness of ee vc 
the stars farever and ever.” AwEN. 





